








































WEATHERING THE STORMS 

Two storms caused great damage to the Capitol and grounds. The first 
transpired in 1980 as a SEVERE WINDSTORM. It swept across the Capitol 
causing tremendous damage to the dome. A new copper roof had to  be 
Installed. 

The second storm came on  August 11, 1999, when a TORNADO furrowed 
through downtown Salt Lake City and then across the South lawn of the 
Utah State Capitol. Many mature trees were uprooted and destroyed. 

A local artisan, Chris Gochnour, wanted to show that in the midst of 
disaster, something beautiful could result. He repurposed the wood from 
the fallen trees and built the GOVERNOR'S CEREMONIAL DESK, 

BOOKCASE, and TABLE, which can be viewed in the Governor's 
ceremonial office.








































